Wyoming Stargazing is a 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization based in Jackson Wyoming
that excels at making the often difficult

to understand concepts of astronomy
accessible to everyone..
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Statement from the
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

It's so good to be back in Jackson full-time! As many
of you already know, | returned to Jackson full-time
this summer having split my time between Jackson
and the SF Bay Area for almost the last two years. It was a fun and wild
ride, but I'm glad to be back home with my wife Becca, our daughter
Simone, and our two fur babies Monte and Grover. | greatly missed the
amazing community and the dark night skies we have here.

As Wyoming Stargazing approaches our 11th anniversary in July of 2024
we are making a larger contribution to the Jackson Hole Commmunity than
ever before with six staff members providing STEM tutoring services to
students in the Teton County School District 5-days a week. We're also
exploring some regular daytime astronomy program offerings on top of
our flagship free public Stargazing at Stilson every clear Thursday night
throughout the year. There is also a lot of excitement building about
the upcoming Total Solar Eclipse that will pass from Texas to Maine on
Monday, April 8th. Although we won't have Totality here in Jackson like
we did in 2017, a few of us from Wyoming Stargazing will be traveling to
Texas for the eclipse to livestream it for all of you to witness. Check our
website soon for the timing of the 2024 Total Solar Eclipse Live Stream.
After seven years of hard work in our Save our Night Skies Campaign, we
anticipate that the Town of Jackson, Teton County, Grand Teton National
Park, and the JH Airport will also submit applications for dark sky
status before the end of 2024. As always, thank you so much
for your continued support to help Wyoming Stargazing
inspire curiosity and learning through Wyoming’s
extraordinary skies and the Universe beyond. Don't
forget to look up!



" RICK GORDON

Director of Education
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KAILEE TURNER

Rick grew up in upstate New York and developed a love of learhing and
discovery as he journeyed through college in California, during which he took

a semester off to hike the John Muir Trail and work on the edge of Desolation
Wilderness near Tahoe. After college, Rick cycled across the US, led wilderness
trips in New England and student bike trips in Europe, spent 6 months
backpacking in Asia, and eventually settled for a time teaching history at the
Putney School in Vermont. Amidst all these travel adventures, Rick received

a MA in Organizational Leadership from University of Minnesota and a PhD

in Education from CU-Boulder and went on to found the Compass School,

an inspiringly idealistic school in Vermont for students in grades 7-12. Along

the way, Rick also led outdoor programs for Outward Bound and Interlocken
Center for Experiential Education; coached soccer and Nordic skiing, and spent
a year traveling around the globe with his family. Rick brings years of experience
working with educators at all levels, including extensive connections with
schools and higher education on Service Learning (including editing the well-
received Problem Based Service Learning Fieldguide: Making a Difference in
Higher Education). Rick co-authored Transforming School Climate and Learning:
Beyond Bullying and Compliance and has been a Humanities teacher, run
several small businesses, and had the honor of visiting thousands of classrooms
as an educational ethnographer and consultant over the years. He is thrilled to
bring this wealth of experience to Wyoming Stargazing to-learn along with the
amazing educators involved with the program.

Nicole is originally from Fort Worth; Texas. In May 2022, she received a
bachelor's degree from Texas Christian University, majoring in Astronomy
& Physics and minoring in Mathematics and Sustainability. She was part

of an astronomy research group for three out of her four years at TCU and
presented research on binary star detection at the American Astronomical
Society meeting in January of 2021. Throughcollege, Nicole spent her time
working odd jobs such as floral assistant, substitute P.E. teacher, tutor, and
legal assistant, but her love of astronomy education was inspired by hér job
as a guest experience host in the planetarium at the Fort Worth Museum of
Science and History.

Kailee is from Austin, Texas and earned her bachelors in Astronomy from
the University of Texas at Austin in the summer of 2023. Kailee moved to
Jackson to join Wyoming Stargazing and to experience the beautiful dark
skies. During her time at university she conducted research which included
locating young stars that were exoplanet forming candidates and mapping
the density of the interstellar medium. Outside of being a stargazing leader,
Kailee works as a STEM tutor where she aids students to succeed in a variety
of subjects such as chemistry, physics, mathematics, and much more.
During her free time Kailee enjoys hiking in the Grand Teton National Park
and creating art.
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At a very young age, JR was mterested in the sky. He has €arly childhood
" memorigs of the Apollo missions. Watghing Neil Armstrong walking on

the moon on TV-started his interest in astronomy His mom gave him his

“first Planlsphere at the age of about 10 He spent countless nights looking

at the stars and planets He moved to Jackson in 2012 and became friends

- with Wypmlng Stargazmg He started to volunteer at events, then lead

| 'publlc programs. ‘Now, he leads private programs-and shares hls love of .

*astronomy. His education is mostly self-taught though the voyage of
‘discovery using a'lot of resources including enrolling in Kahn Academy

- online CosMology and Astronomy courses. R looks forward te meeting

you and en]oylng the nlght sky
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: Andy is from'Los Angéles, CA. He's had a passion for ast’ro}nomy and

stargazing since he was a child. Most of his knowledge was obtained
through Astronomy classes at UC Santa Barbara and supplemented by
documentaries, articles, books, and museums. Andy has been working

~ with the Griffith Observatory for two years where he polished his

. knowledge and shares the secrets of the cosmos with peoples of all ages.
- He joined the Wyoming Stargazing team early in the summer of 2023 to
~ better appreciate jacksons darker skies and further share his enthusiasm «

-

for the stars and behold thelr unique unmatched beauty.

-

~ Ben hails from southern Ohio in the foothills of the Appalachian
- -mountains. Always close to nature, he developed a love for the sky and
‘the questions it |mplores us to ponder From a'young age, Ben found
great fulfillment in sharing the human experience of the sky with others,

which led him to Wyoming Stargazing after studying astronomy at Ohio

‘State Unlver5|ty He now lives in Jackson year round and is happy to be a
‘member of the local community. In his free time, Ben enjoys going to the

gym, hiking around Jackson Hole;, and experiencing local food and drink.

Josh'/originates frorn*Olathe, Kansas. In 2015 he graduated from the -
University of Missouri — Kansas City with degrees in Physicsand ~ ©

~ Astronomy where he went on to work with an international research group
~studying the evolution of galaxies across cosmic time. In 2018 he spent

a year working at a remote observatory under the dark southern skies of
NSW, Australia. Following his passion for science communication and

for the outdoors, he came out to Jackson in 2019 to work with Wyoming
Stargazing. When he’s not out leading programs, you can find him pouring
the best lattes in town at both Picnic and Persephone Bakery.

Connor grew up in central Florida. After graduating high school, he decided to
attend the University of Colorado Boulder. While there, he developed a love
for astrophysics as well as the outdoors—two passions he continues to indulge
here in Jackson Hole. As Program Coordinator, Connor spends most of his
time leading our Public Stargazing programs and serving as a tutor in Jackson's
public schools. In his personal time, he enjoys skiing at Snow King and hiking
the trails around Grand Teton National Park with his camera in hand.



JEDI in STEM

N T A N R G N R
MOTIVATION

To promote Justice, Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion (JEDI) in STEM fields.

TEACHING & TUTORING NUMBER OF
HOURS STUDENTS
3,300 ® 300+
14
NUMBER OF NUMBER OF
EDUCATORS SCHOOLS

Thanks to generous grants from Teton County School District #1and
the Community Foundation of JH Wyoming Stargazing has been able to
offer over 5,000 hours of STEM tutoring to over 300 combined middle

school and high school students over the past two years.
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Thanks to the Wyoming NASA Space Grant Consortium, we officially
have our first scholarship funded! The consortium as committed
$7,500 each year to help us with the JEDI in STEM program.
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necessary steps for the Town of .
Jackson, Teton County, and Grand Teton

National Park to apply for Dark Sky status. s

There is considerable interest and work bein

done within all three of those entities towards
submitting an application to the IDA before the
end of 2024. We will continue to assist all three of
those entities in any way that we can to help them
towards submitting an application.

The JH Airport has also expressed interest in submitting an
application for Urban Night Sky status from the IDA. We
completed another couple rounds of baseline Sky Quality Meter
(SQM) measurements for them. They have hired a lighting
consultant to conduct a comprehensive indoor and outdoor
lighting inventory. We are greatly impressed with their efforts
and commitment to make the night sky as dark as possible
around the airport while ensuring necessary safety measures.

We are in the process of creating an online public interactive
database of all the dark sky compliant fixtures in Jackson Hole.
Our goal is to showcase the public and private entities who
already have dark sky compliant lighting. Our hope is that by
seeing the good work that some have already done, others will
be encouraged to convert their lighting to best practice dark sky
compliant lighting as well.
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- Cash Donations

42,394.81
49,186.91

~ 3,554.18
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We are always grateful to those of you who support Wyoming Stargazing
financially with cash donations and gifts of astronomical equipment. We
would not be able to inspire so much curiosity and learning without your

generous contributions.

In the last 10 years Wyoming Stargazing has raised $857,316 combined
from donations ($514,043) and grants ($343,273). Our smallest
donations have been less than $1and our largest cash donations have
been $10,000. Grants have ranged in size from $100 to $35,000. Nearly
one half of all received contributions have come through the community
fundraising event known as Old Bill's Fun Run which is facilitated by the
Community Foundation of Jackson Hole.

These contributions were used in three different ways. First, they

were used to purchase equipment for our stargazing programes, solar
astronomy programs, and our planetarium programs. We have been

able to acquire several telescopes with 11” to 25" mirrors that we use to
show people incredible details on the Moon, the rings of Saturn, cloud
bands on Jupiter, the phases of Venus, star clusters, nebulae, galaxies,
and more. These telescopes are a central part of fulfilling our mission.

We use smaller solar telescopes to provide opportunities to show people
sunspots, solar flares, and other amazing solar features. We have also
purchased three specialized digital cameras that can project real time
images of the Sun and nighttime objects through the telescopes onto flat
screen monitors enabling people with physical disabilities to view those
objects with ease. Wyoming Stargazing also owns a digital planetarium
system that was acquired through generous donations, grants, and
proceeds from private stargazing programs. That facility which can be

set up inside an auditorium or outside within the Dark Sky Pavilion (also
acquired through grants and donations) provides incredible digital images
of the Universe and full-length films designed for planetarium domes.




The second way these contributions were spent was to substantially
subsidize the cost of our programming for schools and other nonprofit
organizations. Wyoming Stargazing has offered stargazing programs,

solar astronomy programs, indoor astronomy presentations, and
planetarium programs to Teton County Schools, local private schools,
to Driggs Elementary School, and to several other local nonprofit
organizations. We have done so independently and in collaboration
with other organizations including pARTners, after school programs
run by Teton County Parks and Recreation, CREST, GAP, and TCSD
AVID. Over the last 10 years we have offered more than 7,000 hours
of programming (in-person and virtual combined) to over 10,000
students across grade levels ranging from pre-k to high school.

The third way contributions have been spent was to support the
facilitation of our year-round, free, public, astronomy programs,
including programming related to our Save Our Night Skies Campaign.
Over the past 10 years Wyoming Stargazing has offered 854 of
these free programs (621in-person and 233 virtual) to the Jackson
Hole Community and on the internet to over 50,000 attendees

and viewers. While monetary contributions were necessary to
purchase supplies, compensate stargazing leaders, and cover the
costs of transportation, the in-kind donations we received from

our partners and the hundreds of hours of volunteer labor also

made these programs possible. Wyoming Stargazing has been
continuously humbled by the generosity and support of the Jackson
Hole Community. We are deeply appreciative of all the assistance we
have received. We are committed to continuing to offer inspiring and
educational astronomy programs for everyone.
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